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“TJ have set watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peace day nor night.” 
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iy From “The Universalist.” 
THEORY AND PRACTICE. 

We have often thought—and perhaps have 
often said, with all the seriousness we are capa- 
ble of feeling—that human nature is not so bad 
as ithas been represented. It has been supposed, 
—and the idea has been incorporated, with a 
thousand other strange notions, into the creeds 
of men,—that human nature is totally depraved ; 
that we are, whilein an unconverted stace, inca- 
pable of thinking a good thought, or doing a 
good action. Well—what of that? ‘This—evi- 
dently this; we are by nature a most graceless 
race of beings, and then comes the conclusion, 
that God may be just, and a justifier of himself, 
even in the event of our endless condemnation. 

Condemnation for what? For being pre- 
cisely what he made us; and for acting accor- 
ding to the dictates of our natural depravity— 
for doing just as he knew we would do—for do- 
ing exactly as he knew we must do, unless turned 
from the error of our ways—nay from the error 
of our nature, by that grace which he compla- 
cently withholds. 

Now whenever we protest against a sentiment 
so manifestly incorrect, the objector. will direct 
our attention to the vices, follies, aud extravagan- 
cies of our fellow creatures;—he will tell us to 
observe the predominance of passion; disolute- 
ness, the profanity, the intemperance, the infi- 
delity (practical we mean) of the times in 
which we live ;—and while our hearts are 
pained with a sense of the degraded condition 





conscious of hdving obtained a victory, and tell 
us that in the wickedness of the world we have 
a sad commentary upon our too charitable senti- 
ments. 

But stop one moment. Are we quite sure that 
the vices and sins of mankind are occasioned by 
any inherent, any zatural imperfection in the 
moral constitution? How do we know but the 
deplorabie vices of our fellow beings are the 
creatures of education—the offspring of igno- 
rance, instead of being the overflowings of in- 
dwelling ‘gall and bitterness’? It is very prob- 
able that human nature,,could it be seen in its 
original state, would appear quite different from 
the thing it has been represented. . And the best 
way of ascertaining the true state of the case, is, 
to take notice of the conduct of individuals when 
thrown off their guard—when called upon to act 
from the impulse of some emergency. And 
whoever has observed a number of persons ac- 
ting under some peculiar circumstances of this 
kind, will agree with us in saying, that it would 
be difficult to distinguish the converted from the 
unconverted. ’ 

A year ortwo since, we were very much enter- 
tained with a discourse. delivered by a clergy- 
man of distinction, before the ‘Congregational 
Association,’ —a charitable society, composed of 
clergymen, in the city of Boston—in which he 
took occasion to speak of the impropriety of be- 


discourse. ‘Let there be an alarm of fire’—said 
the speaker, with his characteristic shrewdness, 
and there is not aboyin the streets but will cry 
rire! naturally and eloquently.’ It is just so. 
And the remark is applicable to the conduct of 
mankind. Let there be some sudden appeal to 
our sympathies, some unexpected call upon our 
energies, and then we shall act out nature; and 
ten to one, a multitude called to actiun without 
time for much reflection, would act very much 
alike—theories and creeds to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

This brings to mind a circumstance which at 
the time was thought a matter of considerable 
interest, and which, as it illustrates the impor- 
tant fact'that there is something good in human 
nature, may be related for the edification of our 
readers. , 

Auburn, N. Y. is somewhat noted on account 
it its being the place where are located a Theo- 
logical Seminary, and a State Prison—one of 
the best regulated institutions in America. On 
the night of the 23d of October, 1828, the citi- 
zens of the village were aroused from their 
peaceful slumber by the ringing of bells and the 
ery of ‘fire!’ It was soon aseertained that a long 
building in the north yard of the prison, occupied 
as a paint shop, and at the time filled with com- 
bustible materials, was in flames. Its contigui- 
ty to the north wing of the prison—in which the 
convicts were all confined in separate cells—and 
the fearful progress the flames had already made 
seemed to justify the apprehension that the whole 
of the pile would be laid in ruins. 

The north side of that part of the prison buil- 
ding in which the convicts were confined was 
already enveloped in flames—the scene was aw- 
ful beyond deseription! But, what added most 
to the interest of the event wa’ the situation of 
the convicts. Nearly six hundred of those un- 
fortunate beings were locked up in separate cells 
within ten feet of the wall which at that moment 
was wrapped in a sheet of flame! The citizens 
rushed towards the shop to aid in suppressing 
the raging element, but the scene they witness- 
ed cannot be described. The first sounds that 
fell upon their ears were the cries and groans, 
the shrieks and prayers of the miserable beings 
incarcerated within the walls. 

Reader—figure to your imagination the horrid 
scenes of that hell about which so much has been 
said. Think of the situation of suffering mill- 
ions enveloped in eternal flames, the ceaseless, 
and unavailing deprecations of the damned. 
The resemblance of such a scene to that which I 
am trying to describe is striking ; the condition 
of those doomed to suffer the penalty of human 
laws, and what is supposed will be the situation 
of myriads condemned to endless torment in the 
world to come are analagous, so long as the 
wretchedness of the former continues. Add to 
the ordinary punishment of those objects of our 
pity, who are confined in adamantine cells after 
a toil of days, weeks, and years, the prospect of 
immediate and horrid death; and we have aa 
appalling emblem of that dreadful misery which, 
we are told, is to be the portion of the wicked in 
eternity! And if that be hell, what is heaven ? 
A place we are told, where all the holy and be- 
nevolent feelings of nature regenerated by the 
grace of God, shall be allewed free exercise—a 
state, in which nothing but the perfection of love 
and kindness shall glow in every ransomed and 
blood washed soul. Enough. We proceed. 

Asthe cries of the distressed convicts me: the 


desire—that was expressed in the imperative 
ejaculation —‘Let out the prisoners! Let our 
THE PRISONERS!’ Were the feelings which led 
the people to make this importunate request 
indicative of goodness in the hearts of those who 
gave itutterance? Or was this a sudden break- 
ing out of depravity—that fell corruption of the 
moral constitution, which, as is said, has been 
entailed upon all the posterity of Adam? All 
will admit that the desire to have them liberated 
was the legitimate offspring of pure benevolence 
—that the resuest originated in good and noble 
feelings. 

The prison doors were opened, and every 
heart rejoiced in the liberation of the captives. 
And even some of the convicts, bad as they were, 
exposed their own lives in aiding their compan- 
ions in misery. Well would it be for us, if we 
should make a moral improvement and appli- 
cation of such and similar circumstances. 

When it was announced that all were libera- 
ted, and actively engaged in stopping the pro- 
gress of the devouring element, the writer of this 
article had leisure to survey the brightened, but 
still anxious countenances of the multitude, and 
indulge in reflections such as the occasion was 
calculated to produee ; which as they were in- 
teresting to him are transcribed from a sketch 
made at the time, with the hope that they may 
be profitable to our readers. 

In the midst of the crowd was seen the come- 

ly form of an eminent clergyman, who professed 
to feel it to be his duty to preach the doctrine 
ofeternal suffering. As I observed his expres- 
sive countenance, I fancied that he would finally 
reach the heaven of rest, where, with the elect 
and chosen few, it would be his employment to 
sing ‘the song of Moses and the Lamb,’ in a hap-. 
py eternity. I then imagined fer a moment, 
that his deetrine might be true,—it was but a 
moiient—and figured to my mind, what, in that 
case, must be his situation and feelings. Be- 
neath his elevated seat at the right hand of God, 
I fancied that his penetrating eye could behold 
those whom his creed consigns to the blackness of 
darkness forever. He would hear the groans 
—turning his attention to the place whence the 
infernal sounds proceed, he would see ten thou- 
sand immortal souls enveloped in eternal flames ! 
There he wouldjbeheld aged and young—even 
‘infants not a span Jong’—all breathing out their 
prayers, and uttering their ceasless cries! The 
thought struck my mind that my clerical friend, 
would forget himself, and in the glowings of his 
benevolence would exclaim—‘Let out THE PRis- 
ONERs ! 
Others were observed, with whom I had often 
conversed on the subject of religion. They had 
maintained that the happiness ofthe saints in 
heaven, and that the glory of God will be great- 
ly enhanced by the miseries of the damned in 
hell. WhenI saw them so evidently anxious 
for the deliverance of the unfortunate convicts, 
the thought came into my mind, that they, too, 
were poorly prepared for the felicities of heaven, 
so long as the sensibilities of their hearts were 
so alive to the woes and sufferings of their fel- 
low creatures. I thought, to myself,—these pi- 
ous men when they get to heaven, will see their 
neighbors and friends—perhaps their children, 
in that awful place—and dashing from their lips 
the nectar of eternal life, forgetting how much 
their happiness depends upon the distresses of 
their wretched neighbors, will cry—‘Let out the 
prisoners |’ 








ing too artificial and formal, in the delivery of a 


ears of the multitude, there seemed to be but one 


And asI looked about, my attention was drawn 





to a group of young gentlemen, whose garb, and 
certain Prd. perm b rts denoted that they 
were ‘preparing for the ministry,’ at the Theo- 
logical Seminary. . These, thought I, when they 
comp eir studies, will go forth into ail the 
world proclaim the eternity of satan’s king- 
dom. They will paint in living colors the scenes 
of endless wo—and talk of never dying worms, 
and never ceasing flames! And when they go 
tu their final reward, should their doctrine be 
found true, mothers will enjoy extatic bliss on be- 
holding the distresses of their infant babes ; chil- 
dren will delight to witness the direful anguish 
of their parents ; and all the saints will shout 
louder and louder as the flame of torment shall 
ascend from the bottomless pit! Ah, then, I in- 
voluntarily inquired, will not these pious youth 
almost forget that they are inheaven, and with 
undaunted fortitude approach his satanic majes- 
ty, and in the name of Jesus command him to 
give up the key, and ‘Let out the prisoners V 


And now, reader, whoever thou art, whatever’ 


is thy condition, to whatever sect thou art attach- 
ed, permit one who wishes thee no harm, to ask ; 
can you, complacently contemplate the present 
misery of your fellow creatures? If you cannot, 
how do you expect to become qualified to en- 
dure the spectacle of their wretchedness hereaf- 
ter? Are not those principles of your nature 
which incline you to succour the distressed, both 
good and desirable If vou are ever so happy 
as to reach a heaven of glory, do you candidly 
think that there you willbe any less desirous ot 
promoting the happiness of your fellow creatures 
than you now are ? Think of these things. 
L. S. E. 


How Universalists ought to live. “ 

If any class are bound “to live suberly, right- 
eously and godly in the present world ” (Titus 
ii. 11.) it is those who believe in the universal 
goodness of God, and who have seen that the 
“grace of God bringeth salvation to all men.” 

1. Universalists ought to live devoted to the cause 
of God. They believe God to be their Father, 
and it isthe universal law of nature that children 
should obey their parents. Their views of the 
divine purposes are such as will be of vast benefit 
to the community; they are such as will afford 
them the most abundant consolation and joy, 
which are sufficient reasons why they should be 
devoted to the cause of God. 

2. Universalists should ‘sanctify the Lord 
God in their hearts ;” they should honor him, 
hallow his{name, and guard with jealonsy the glo- 
ry of the divine character. If a son would hon- 
or an earthly ‘parent, and watch his character, 
that no misrepresentations should sully his fath- 
er’s glory, how much more important those 
who in truth believe God to be their heavenly 
parent, should entertain no false or degrading 
views of him themselves, nor suffer them in oth- 
ers where it is possible to prevent it. Hence 
our Saviour directed us to say, “Our Father who 
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” 

3. Universalists should live in peace with all 
men. Their God is a “God of peace ;” their mas- 
ter is the “Prince of neace ;” their doctrine is a 
doctrine cf peace ;” it breathes “peace on earth 
and good will to men ;” and they are directed to 
preach peace by Jesus Christ. They are com- 
manded ta “follow peace with all men,” and “‘if 
possible to live peaceably with ail men.” 

4- Universalists should live peaceably with one 
another. This is particularly incumbent on those 
who publicly defend the doctrine, for how shall 
they preach and enforce the doctrine of peace 
who are at war with one another?- Jesus said 
to his apostles, “my peace I Jeave with you ;” 
“have peace one with another,” said he; “keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,” said 
the apostle ; and again, “be at peace among your- 
selves.” Christ’s preachers are required to have 
“their feet shod with the preparation of the gos- 
pel of peace.” There can be no energy nor 
strength where there is nounion. Brethren, let 
“the peace of God, which passeth all understan- 
ding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” 

5. Universalists should deal kindly towards all 
men. There are reasons why they, above every 














other denomination of Christians, should attend 
carefully to this duty. They believe that all 
mankind are brethren. ‘Have we not all one 
Father? Hath not one God created us?’ Chil- 
dren of the same parent are under peculiar ob- 
ligations to deal kindly with each other. When 
there was a strife between the herdmen of A- 
bram’s cattle, and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle, 
Abram said unto Lot, “Let there be no strife I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between 
thy herdmen and my herdmen, for we are breth- 
ren.” This was a good reason. Brethren should 
be kind one to another. They should imitate 
God who “is kind to the unthankful and to the 
evil.” 

6. Universalists should never abuse themselves. 
They are not their own, but are bought with a 
price, and are required, therefore, to glorify God 
in their bodies and their spirits which are his. 1. 
Cor. vi. 20, 17. vii. 23. They should never a- 
buse themselves, neither by lewdness, nor intem- 
perence, nor any kind of sin. No man hasa 
moral right to injure himself, nor to submit him- 
self to be injured by others, when he can pre- 
vent it. 

7.. Universalists should love all sects, not only 
Christians, but the Jews, Mehomedans, Sceptics, 
Deists, Infidels and Atheists. We are not per- 
mitted by our doctrine to hate any; and if we 
are consistent we shall not hate any. We can- 
not and are not required to love their errors; 
with the Jews to cling to Moses and reject 
Christ ; with the heathen to worship Idols; with 
Mussulmen to acknowledge Mahomet; with the 
Sceptic and Infidels to doubt every thing ; with 
Deists to reject the Christian religion, or with 
Atheists to live “without hope and without God 
in the world.” These things are not required of 
us. Men who are in error are unfortunate ; they 
are to be pitied, not despised—instructed, not a- 
bused. Ifthe Universalist is hated, misrepresen- 
ted and abused by them, they must not excite ill 
feeling in him. They are God’s children, as 
well as he; and will at last be brought to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

8. Universalists should ahecays be humble. This 
religion is an impartial religion, and teaches them 
that all men are equally the heirs of heaven with 
themselves. They see no kindness in God which 
is not bestowed on others; and the tendency of 
this is to make them humble. If they believed 
that at last God will save them, and cast off all 
the rest of the humin race, they will be super- 
cilious, and igfbrant, and proud ; but believing 
as they do that God sets an equal value on all 
his creatures, they will feel a sympathy for all 
men, and constantly see that they stand ona lev- 
el with all men in the sight of God. Nothing can 
have a stronger influence to make men humble ; 
and when we see a proud Universalist, we may 
be sure he does not make his doctrine a matter 
of the heart, but of speculation only. 

9. Universalists should love their enemies. God 
loves his enemies, and has commanded us to love 
ours. If they were designed to be vur enemies 
forever, we should not be under obligations to 
love them. But they are to be reconciled to us, 
and on that account we must love them. This 
is an argnmeut that Universalists should love 
their enemies, which will have no force with be- 
lievers of other creeds. 

10. Universalists should never use profane lan- 
guage. The doctrine of Universalism is a doc- 
trine of blessing, not of cursing—it is a doctrine 
of blessing to all men, and admits of cursing to 
none. It is the height of inconsistency for Uni- 
versalists to indulge in the use of profane lan- 
guage. ‘To such as are guilty in this respect, we 
may apply the language of James: “But the 
tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil,full 
of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, e- 
ven the Father; and therewith curse we men, 
who are made after the similitude of God. Out 
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and curs- 
ing. My brethren, these things ought not so to 
be.” iii. &—10. 

12. Universalists shou'd forsake all sin and walk 
in the way of righteousness. This God, our Fath- 
er, hath commanded ; and we have already shown 
that children should obey their parents. All 
sin is injurious to men ; it brings them into troub- 








le ; it robs them of their innocence and peace. 
On the other hand, righteousness exalteth them, 


and affords} 
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“The ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace.” ‘This Universal- 


ists fully believe. They differ essentially from | 


those who hold, that in this life, virtue is a source 
of disquietude and sorrow. ‘The way of trans- 
emany is hard.” This the scriptures say, this 

uman experience confirms, and this Universa- 
lists believe. The strongest persuasions to vir- 
tue, and warnings against vice, are therefore con- 
tinually before them. 

We have, in this article, sketched what we be- 
lieve to be the natural tendency of Universalism. 
Every particular in which it has a beneficial in- 
fluence, we do not profess to have touched. Let 
Universalists ponder this subject. ‘Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things.” Phil. 
iv. 8.— Trumpet. 





‘It is a hard saying who can hear it.”?—Scripiure. 

There are many people in our day, as well as 
in the days of Christ, with sensibilities so ex- 
tremely tender, that they cannot bear to hear the 
truth told. When they hear a preacher, who 
gives a faithful exposure of the abominations of 
mystery Babylon, or when they read in a peri- 
odical, a faithful rebuke of the Pharisees for 
their “cunning craftiness,” whereby they deceive 
the weak and credulous, and amass wealth, “Oh,” 
they are ready to say, “these are hard sayings, 
who can hear them?” But are they not true ? 
Yes, is the reply, they are true enough, but then 
you know it looks like uncharitableness to speak 
so plain. It were better to favor the errors of 
the people, and if we cannot exactly agree with 
them on some points of faith, do not contend 
about it, but keep friendship. Now, to all such, 
we wish to say, once for all, we do not speak or 
write, forthe purpose of offending any man; 
but if the truth, told in “great plainness and sim- 
ey of speech,” will offend, we cannot help it. 

e had rather have the friendship than the en- 
mity of every man ; but we do solemnly declare, 
that we will never sell truth for the friendship of 
any man. With us truth is a peayl of too great 
a price to be bertered, for solid pelf, the smiles 
of the Pharisees, or any thingelse. Peace we 
love, and would follow it with all men; but we 
will not sacrifice truth and honesty, even for this. 

When our duty to the public, calls op us to ex- 
pose the mal-practice of those who, under the 
pretence of love for immortal souls, are devour- 
ing widow’s houses, and for a pretence make 
long prayers, we will discharge® that duty faith- 
fully, and if it is called “hard sayings” we care 
not. 

So in relation to doctrines. When the vener- 
able and holy name of God is abused and insul- 
ted, by being represented a as monster in cruel- 
ty, we will not hold our peace. 

We look around us on community and we see 
thousands most industriously preaching and in- 
stilling into the young and tender minds, doc- 
trines which we most religiously believe as false 
as the very perjury of devils, and we cannot ree- 
oncile it with our ideas of duty, as watchmen on 
the walls of Zion, to be still. We know right 
well, that faith in these doctrines, causes despair, 
insanity, murder and suicide, and we have drawn 
the sword in a righteous warfare. It is the 
peaceable sword of the spirit ; it is wielded in the 
combat between truth and error. We will make 
no compromise with lies. The truth shall come 
out. We will not sue for peace, nor shall the 
sword return to its resting place, till the shout 
of victory comes from the very citadel of the 
beast.—The complaint of “hard sayings, who 
can hear them,” never induce us to swerve one 
fraction from the straight forward path of truth 
and honesty.—Anchor. 


‘Christian Soldier.”’ 
Some person has sent usthe number of this 
pugillistic print dated for April 25. We never 
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saw the’concern but a or twice before ; rs 
judging by the general opinion concerning the 
Tull, we take ry to be the pheenix of the Anti- 
‘Universalist, which is giving it a character bad 
enough in all conscience. The No. before us 
isfilled with low ribaldry and coarse slang a- 
gainst Universalists. We see, however, nothing 
‘entitled to special notice, excepting a story of a 
Universalist who said he “wished the orthodox 
were damned and in hell.” Itis said that even 
the father of evil himself cannot invent a lie with- 
outexposing the falsehood before he'gets through. 
The remark is true of this disciple before us; 
for after declaiming most boisterously against 
Universalism on account of its sanctioning such 
profanity, the story teller concludes his state- 
ment by saying,—“This Universalist uttered the 
feelings of his heart, and unitentionally disclosed 
his real sentiments. Ue believes in an eternity 
ofunending retributions, and in the doctrine of 
an eternal hell.” No doubt; but, Mr. Oliver 
Johnson, we turn these tables upon your own 
head. It was one of your own men who uttered 
that base wish which you would falsely charge 
to the account of Universalists ; and if your and 
his sentiments lead to such desires and such 
profanity, do, for consistency’s sake, say noth- 
ing more about the wickedness of your oppo- 
nents.— Intelligencer. 


SCHOOL OF SCANDAL. 

In the late moral whirlwind at Cazenovia, got 
up under the special guidance and direction of 
J. Birchard, when the church was called on to 
present Mr. B., with the petitions that any of 
them might wish to have offered up on behalf 
of any of their connections or friends, there were 
some curious petitions presented to this modern 
Jesuit for the purpose of being by him preferred 
before the throne of grace.—While one youth 
in his “teens” requests the “prayers of the 
church for an impenitent ungodly father who is 
present”—though a moraland exemplary man— 
another requests prayers for an “unconverted 
brother, sister, parent or child, in Ohio,” Illinois, 
or perhaps in New Orleans; and a Mr S. Bur- 
nett presents the following note in writing, viz. 
“J request the prayers of this church for a sister 
now in Massachusetts, Who was once a member 
of the Presbyterian church, but has lately em- 
braced the fatal error of Universalism!” an 





-awful case indeed!! We have not yet Jearned 


Whither the Lord has heard Mr. B.’s prayer in 
behalf of this, unfortunate victim of “fatal error” 
in Mass., soas to re-convert her to the cheering 
comfortable, and sanctifying faith of endless wo! 
nor do we know whether, if God should hear and 
answer the prayers of such devoted and benevo- 





paper :—Ed. . 

“Thus he continued preaching till about the 
first of April, 1797, when he delivered a sermon, 
under a strong impression that it was his Jast, 
from Paul’s farewell address to the elders of the 
Ephesian church. He never entered his desk 
again. His death was fast approaching, and he 
contemplated it with serenity and joy. On the 
morning of his decease, he requested two or 
three young Ladies, who were sitting by him, to 
join in singing a hymn,* observing at the same 
time that he might expire before it should be 
finished. He began with them; but his voice 
soon faltered, and the torpor of death fell upon 
him. They were disconcerted and paused ;— 
but he, reviving, encouraged them to proceed, 
and joiaed in the first line of each stanza, till he 
breathed nomore. This was on the 18th of 
April, 1797, in the 47th year ot his age: 

His funeral was attended on the 21st by a nu- 
merous concourse of afflicted friends and sym- 
pathizing spectators. The Rev. Dr. Strong 
preached the sermon, from Heb. ix. 27, in which, 
though an opposer of his sentiments, he gave Mr. 
Winchester an excellent character, and bore a 
frank testimony to his final constancy im the doc- 
trine which he had preached.” 


*The Christian’s Farewell, or Dying Saint’s Song.” 
The following is the piece :— . 
Farewell, dear friends, in Christ below, 
I bid you all a short adieu; / 
ss time is come I long to go, é 
trust, I soon my Lord shall view. 
I thank you for your kindness shows, 
My Jesus will reward you all; 
I leave you with the Lord alone, 
Till he from earth your souls shall call. 
Farewell, dear neighbors, brethren, friends, 
I hope we soon, shall meet with joy; 
My heavenly Father tor me sends, 
I go where nothing can annoy. 
Adieu to you my enemies, 
You that have sought to do me harm, 
By slander, envy, rage, and fies; 
But God upheld me with his arm. 
I wish you all eternal life, 
I owe you not the least ill-will ; 
My soul is free from wrath and strife, 
ough me, you hate, I love you still. 
Adieu, thou sun, ye stars and meon, 
No longer shall I need your light ; 
My God’s my sun, He makes my noon, 
My day shall never change t6 night. 
Adieu, to all things here below 
Vain world, I leave.th 
Adieu to sin, fe pein, 
And welcome bright, , ) 
Temptations, troubles, griefs; adieu, 
Sorrows bedew my face no more ; 
I Ro to pleasures ever new, 
Vhere toils and strifes, and wars are o’er. 










lent souls, he would make special revelation to 
satisfy them at once that their prayers were heard 
without waiting so long as it would require to 
get a letter from Mass., to convince them of the 
fact. 

But to be serious—can such a system as _ this, 
and such disgraceful scenes asthe above presents, 
he looked upon in any other light than as a school 
of scandal, in which the teachers and scholars mu- 
tually and religiously engage in the business of 
slandering their neighbors and kindred 1—S. 

Magazine and Advocate. 





Rev. Elhanan Winchester. “ 

A new slander, in regard to this venerable 
man, has just met oureye. We find it in the 
“Boston Telegraph,” of May the 30th ult. in 
the communication of a correspondent to that 
paper, whose signature is “Senex.” We refer 
to the following : 

“Mr. Winchester acknowledged to an emi- 
nent clergyman, on his death bed, that he was 
not sure that the doctrtne of Universalism which 
he had preached was érue, but if that failed, he 
had another foundation ofhope. This was told 
me by a clergyman who heard him say it.” 

This story we believe to be utterly without 
foundation. We call on Moses Thacher either 
so reveal the name of his correspondent or to fur- 
nish us with that of the clergyman to whom it is 
said Mr. W made his confession. 

The following is an extract from a memoir of 
Mr. Winchester, drawn up with great care, and 





Now have I done with earthly things, 
And all to come is boundless bliss ; 
| My eager spirit spreads her wings, 
Jesus says come—I answer yes. 
Weep not, dear friends, I tell you all, 
i go to dwell with Christ on high, 
1 hear my blessed Saviour’s call, 
And trusting in his promise, die. 
Father, I come to Thee above, 
All things below, I leave behind ; 
The fountain of eternal love, 
Is opene’d to my joyful mind. 


Eternity ! transporting sound! 
While God exists my heaven remains, 
Fulness of joy. that knows no bounds, 
Shall make my soul forget her pains. 
CHRISTIANITY. 

The real Christian can never be unhappy, 
bating the pressure of immediate bodily anguish; 
and even through the tortures of the rack, a steady 
belief in God must be a powerful and an endur- 
ing support. No earthly prospect, however des- 
olate—no danger, however formidable, can over- 
come him with terror or despair ; for his thoughts 
are ever dwelling on the something beyond, in 
the full peace and bliss of which a few brief 
struggles will place him. He may tread cheer- 
fully the most repulsive and perilous passage, 
when he has the pledge of a heavenly Father, 
that he will conduct him to bliss. He embarks 
on the deep, and his ship may be tempest-tost, 
yet what cares he when he knows that the howl- 
ing winds only waft him homewards to everlast- 
ing joy. What is there to make him shrink, or 
-weep ortremble? What grandeur of character 
springs from his sacred religion! How majes- 
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the world, continually stung so many kinds 
of anguish, and so lashed and lashed on to his 
tomb! With what awful and exquisite grief 
must he stand, 

«Where the grave mound greenly swells, 

O’er buried “eg 
and feel that the being he loved has passed away, 
and is as if he had never been! To him the 
diseases of this life wear the aspect of fiends. 
They are not the necessary evils which seem to 
purify him and prepare him for heaven. They 
are but the tortures of an accidental and mon- 
strous state of abandonment and confusion—a 
dark dream, for the joys of whichrhe has no fown- 
dation ; for its wretchedness no reward; whose 
images are a delusion; whose hereafter is a 
blank. Ladies’ Book. 


ANECDOTE. 

I am informed that the Rev. N. W. Hodges, 
now of Newberry, S. C., some time since closed 
a violent discourse against Universalism in these 
words, or some to the same effect, viz: “ Uniger- 
salists, as philanthropists,J love ; but their doctrine 
I ” Now it is a well known fact that the 
pude cs doctrine of Univer- 
salism is The ultimate holiness and hap - 
iness of all mankind—the perfect tri of good- 
ness, and the complete destruction of evil. lam 
not aware of any other doctrine that is peculiar 
to Universalists ; or in which they all agree, ex- 
cept such as are held by all denominations ; and 
if Mr. Hodges hates this doctrine, is he not a 
hater of good and a lover of evil? Will the Rev. 
gentleman, give the public a reason for hati 
the ultimate holiness and- i of all 

The foregoing statement brings tomy mind 
an anecdote which I have heard Mr. 
Hewitt, of Vt. and a Limitarian clergyman. Af- 
ter the minister had opposed Uni ism awhile, 
Mr. Hewitt proposed to ask him a question, re- 
questing him at the same time to give it delib- 
erate attention, that he might answer it under- 
standingly. The clergyman having given his 
consent, Mr. Hewitt put the following queation. 

“What being ia the universe, do you think, 
would be most opposed to the truth of the doc- 
tripe of the holiness por iness of all man- 
kind?’ “‘The-other replied immediately, that 
he had known some good men very-mueh.oppos- 
ed to that doctrine. Mr. H. remarked that he. 
did not wish him to confine his answer to men: 
but desired him to exteud his reflections to eve- 
ry being in the universe, both good and evil, of 
which he ever had any idea. After a consider- 
able pause, the clergyman replied —“I believe I 
must say, I think the devil would be most op- 
posed to the truth of that doctrine of any being 
inthe universe.” ‘Well, said Mr. H., I believe 
you have answered it correctly. But when you 
are opposing Universalism, would you like to 
have any one tell you that you were advocating 
the cause of the devil ?”’—*No,” the clergyman 
replied, “I do not think I should.” “But would 
ic not be true?” inquired Mr. H. “I don’t know 
but it would,” answered the clergyman, “but I 
cannot stop any longer to converse on the sub- 
ject.” Southern Pioneer. 


The body of clergy of England and Ireland, 
cost £8, 852,000 a year, their followers amoun- 
ting to 6,400,000 people. The dissenters in 
England and Ireland, amount to 14,600,000 
people, who pay their religious instructors £1,- 
024,000 per annum. The clergy of the whole 
christian world, (England and Ireland excepted,) 
which contains about 188728,200 people, recei- 
ving altogether but £8,825,000 a year, so that 
the clergy of all descriptions in Great Britain 
and Ireland, which have a population of only 
21,000,000, actually are paid more than that of 
the whole christian world besides, by the sum 
of £1,(98,000 per annam. Vide Mr. Conven- 








try’s work ‘On the revenue of the Church of 
England.—Eng. Paper. 
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PROPOSALS. 
For the Second Volume of a Religious News- 
papel, published in the city of Troy, N. Y., en- 
tlle 
THE GOSPEL ANCHOR. 
C.F. L VRE, of Troy, 
I. D. WILLIAMSON, of Albany, 


The Publisher ofthe Gospel Anchor, grateful 
for the patronage which he has received from a 
liberal public,begs to solicit a continuance of their 
favors, and looks with confidence to an iacreas- 
ingsupport, The first volume of the Anchor 
will be completed in June next, and the first num- 
ber of the second volume will be issued the first 
week in July. Although the paper has only ex- 
isted one year, and of course is still in its infan- 
cy, it has received a generous support, and is 
now circulated to above twelve hundred subscri- 
bers and patrons, While this fact is positive ev- 
idence of the growth of liberal sentiments in the 
community, it isa flatering assurance toethe Pub- 
lisher, that the public have not been disappoin- 
ted in their expectations of the merit and value 
of the publication. A continual zeal on the part 
of its friends to extend its circulation, would soon 
raise the list to two thousand subscribers ; and the 
Publisher respectfully invites their endeavors in 
promoting its interests. There are but few of 
our subscribers who might not, if the effort were 
made, procure each a new name to add to our 
list. 

The second volume of the Anchor, will be 
continued on the same plan as the preceding; 
and the present form, as most convenient for 
binding, will be retained. 

The Editors will continue to exert themselves 
in rendering the publication both instructive and 
amusing, by blending the ‘useful with the agree- 
able.” 'Tothe more serious reading of sermons, 
religious discussions and scripture illustrations, 
will be added religious intelligence, the progress 
ofour holy cause, and moral essays on a variety 
of subjects. As the guardian ofour civil and re- 
ligious liberties, the Anchor will be found “faith- 

ful and fearless.” 'The Editors stand pledged to 

the public as the uncompromising foes to religi- 
ous domination,and they will narrowly watch,and 
vigorously oppose, every attempt which a crafty, 
aspiring and ambitious priesthood may make to 
control the liberties and enslave the minds of the 
citizen, under the specious and imposing sanc- 
tions of religion. 

With these assurances,the Publisher submits 
the work to the favorable notice of an enlight- 
ened and liberal community. 

Those Agents, or others, who will be accoun- 
table for nine copies, shall receive a tenth gra- 
tuitously—or else will be allowed ten per cent, 
for collecting money, and forwarding it to the 
office in this city. 

Editors of Universalist and liberal papers gen- 
erally, will confer a favor by inserting these 
proposals, or such portion of them as they may 
deem expedient, in their respective publications, 
and the Publisher of the Anchor will cheerfully 
reciprocate the favor. 

Troy, May 26. 1832. 

PROSPECTUS. 
Of a weekly Religious Paper entitled 
THE UNIVERSALIST. 

The publication, as indicated by its title, will 
be developed to the illustration and defence of 
the doctrine and morality of Universalism. Noth- 
ing will be admitted into its columns that is in- 
compatible with the genius and spirit of the 
gospel. Its pages will be mostly occupied with 
original articles, on the various topics of in- 
terest embraccd in the design of the work. 

CONDITIONS. 

1. The Universalist wili be published simulta- 
neously at Boston and: Lowell, Mass. on each 
Saturday morning, on an imperial half sheet oc- 
tavo, making a neat volume of four hundred and 
sixteen pages suitable for binding at the end of 
the year, including a title page and index. 

1}. It will be delivered to subscribers in Bos- 
ton, Charlestown, and Lowell, by the carrier, or 
sent to any part of the United States, by mail or 
otherwise, for one dollar a year, payable in all 
cases in advance. 


} Epirors. 
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111. No letter or communication will receive 
attention unless it comes free of postage ; and no 
subscription will be received for less than one 
volume, The very low price of the publication 
renders a strict adherence to these conditions 
indispensable. 

1V. The profits of the work, after the actual 
expenses are defrayed, will be placed at the dis- 
posal of such Universalist ministers as shall unite 
in an association for the purpose of accumul- 
ating a fund, either for the benefit of the wid- 
ews and orphans of deceased ministers, or to as- 
sist in establishing a literary institution, asa ma- 
jority of the members of such association, shall 
direct. 

V. This publication will be subject to the con- 
trol and direction of an association of Universa- 
list ministers, and will contain such contributions 
as they may think conducive to the prosperity 
of Zion—the immediate supervision of it being, 
for the present, intrusted to the subscribers, who 
hold themselves responsible for its prempt, and, 
as far as practicable, its acceptable execution. 

B. Wurrremore, Boston. 
C. Garpner, Lowell. 

J. H. Bucser, Plymouth. 
L. S: Everert, Charlestown. 

Communications to be addresssed, and sub- 
scriptions returned to ‘Editors of the Universal- 
ist,’ Boston, Mass. 
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Conversation between two professed Universalists. 

Walking abroad to enjoy the breathing fra- 
grance of a vernal evening, we chanced to over- 
hear in substance the following conversation be- 
tween two strangers. 

A. I cannot imagine what objectton our reli- 
gious people can make to universalism. ‘There 
appears to me to be a beauty and moral gran- 
deur in its principles far surpassing any other 
system in the world. 

B. God—The orthodox cant confute it—I like 
the doctrine d—d well. I’m the last chap that 
will believe in their fire and brimstone religion. 

A. But it grieves me that any should believe 
a doctrine so divinely lovely—so well calculated 
to humble and humanize the heart—to refine and 
exalt the affections—to warm the secret springs 
of devotion—and elevate the soul to the sublim- 
est moral principles, and yet should treat reli- 
gion with irreverence. j : 

B. Religion!, What have we to do with reli- 
gion’ I have joined the Universalists to be free 
—to enjoy myself. 

A. Do you expect Universalism will exempt 
you from the obligation of moral and religious 
principles ? 

B. Moral and religious principles—pshaw ! 
If the doctrine is true we are safe enough. 

A. Dear sir—do you know what Universal- 
ism is? 

B. Do I? yes, d—d well. It is what suits me 
exactly. It teaches that God is good, and will 
not punish his children for their sins; and when 
they die he will take them right to heaven, let 
them do as they will. 

A. Of whom did you learn Universalism? 
Have you ever heard its teachers define it thus? 

B. Hem—hem—No. I never heard the doc- 
trine preached—and I don’t see any use in 
preaching, for I am a full blooded Universalist. 

A. How came you then by your notions of u- 
niversalism ? 

B. Why I have heard the doctrine described 
by the Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists. &c. 
and of all doctrines in the world, 1 thought it 
would suit me the best. 

A. Let me tell you, sir, that you are as far 
from universalism as you are from the kingdom 
of heaven.. You know nothing of its principles. 
Our orthodox friends lave held forth to you a 
miserable system of error, which they have called 
universalism, and you have been fool enough to 
adopt that system which they held up for your 
abhorrence. 

B. But how you talk? What do you mean? 

A. I mean that universalism is as far above 
your conceptions of it as heaven is higher than 
hell—that it gives no encouragement to sin ;— 
but teaches a just and reasonable retribution for 








all our actions. That it encourages every vir- 








and Chronicle. 


tue with its certain reward, and discourages eve- 
ry vice with its denunciation of certain punish- 
ment. That no man can be happy till he be- 
comes holy. That all moral agents will contin. 
ue to learn the beauties of truth and righ:teous- 
ness, till at last, they shall be ashamed of their 
unworthiness, detest their iniquities with deep 
abhorrence, and turn with admiration to God, 
and forever revere the substantial glory of moral 
rectitude. 

B. That is worse than orthodoxy; for that 
will allow one to do as he pleases if he will only 
get religion afterwards. I want a kind of reli- 
gion which will give me liberty to do as I please ; 
but your universalism is the most damnable doc- 
trine in the world. 

A. So the orthodox call it. But dear sir, why 
do you want a religion that will license iniquity ? 
Do you think sin any real advantage to man- 
kind? If it had been so, God would not have 
forbidden it. Sin always will make people un- 
happy. Now do you want a license to hold your 
hands in the fire till they burn off—to starve 
yourself—to brave the winter’s storms without 
clothes ? 

B. Why, any man would be a fool to want 
such a license as that. 

A. So any man would be as much a fool to 
want a license tosin. Sin is always a source of 
misery. ‘Therefore, every rational man will ad- 
mire a system which unfolds the dignity and 
charms of moral good, fand directs man to pur- 
sue his real happiness in the only sure way to 
find it. God, like a kind Father has comman- 
ded us to do no evil, because he loved us, and 
knew that evil practices would make us misera- 
ble. How foolish must we be, to wish our heav- 
enly Father to permit us to practice iniquity, 
and thus injure ourselves! The law of the Lord 
is perfect converting the soul.” It makes men 
see that it is his interest and happiness to rever- 
ence Him and keep his commandments. 

B. I never saw Universalism in this light be- 
fore. 1 have been told it was a fine doctrine to 
live by; because it allowed all kinds of wicked- 
ness ; but you make it out that it is good to live 
by, because it takes away all desire to sin, and 
makes a person really hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; and do his duty with the same 
pleasure thet he eats what he is fond of. IT con- 
fess I have been, hitherto, such a Universalist as 
the orthodox taught me to be ; but I confess they 
have led me into a system of corruption. I do 
see reason in your ideas. I pray God to open 
my eyes to that glorious truth, which already ap- 
pears so divinely beautiful. 

A. I rejoice and thank, God our Saviour, that 
you begin to see. Ohmy friend ; Lcok into the 


revelation of heaven; Look upon the boundless 
tokens of a Fathers love, which are poured out 
in rich profusion over all animated being ; Look 
into your own heart—the secret fountains of ho- 
ly sympathy ; Study the admirable laws by which 
the Almighty governs the moral universe, and 
lifts up the intelligent creation, by progressive 
accessions in virtue, to his own bright image. 
And may it soften and melt your heart as it 
does mine, Oh “taste and see that the Lord is 


good.” —Gienius of Liberty. 


A TALE OF TRUTH. 

The following tale will serve to illustrate the 
salutary influence of modern revivals, on the mor- 
als of community. Ina certain city not a thous- 
and miles from Albany, lived an industrious me- 
chanic, whom we shall call Mr. Anxious. This 
man had a family, with whom he lived in the 
sweet enjoyments of the social circle. He was 
respected for his social virtues, and esteemed as 
an honest and industrious citizen. In the course 
of human events it happened that he attended on 
the ministry of a man who was somewhat noted 
for his skill in getting up what are termed revi- 
vals, on the new and improved system. It is 
useless to detail the operations of his mind, how 
he saw himself exposed to the endless burnings 
of hell, a poor lost sinner, &c, It may suffice 
to inform our readers that he became “anxious” 
about his soul, and in due time “got religion.” 

He was zealous, and if perchance he fell upon 
a “poor wicked Universalist,” he failed not to 
warn him of the awful danger of his situation, 
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and the licentiousness of bis faith. He united 
with a church and was considered a “hopeful 
convert.” Here we will leave him for the pres- 
ent, and proceed to another person, who de- 
serves a place in our chronicle of passing events. 

In the same city there was afemale. Wheth- 
er she was beautiful as Venus, and virtuous, 
chaste, “and all that,” the historian saith not. 
Suffice it to observe, that she was considered vir- 
tuous, and respected as;a good member of soci- 
ety. She was bribed with gain, to attend a “‘pro- 
tracted meeting,” and in due time, was ‘born a- 
gain,” after the most approved method. She, 
too, was a hopeful convert, and warmly attached 
to the cause of those who had converted her. 

But the scene changes. Mr. {Anxious soon 
became alienated in affection from his wife and 
family, and on a certain day, with this “hopeful 
convert” took his departure to parts unknown. 
His wife is now more than a widow, and he and 
his partner in iniquity are gone. 

Reader, the above is a tale of truth in all its 
important particulars, and names and dates can 
be given, if desired. We lament the necessity 
which compels us to notice such things. We 
would not do it were it not for the fact, that our 
opposers are constantly harping upon the licen- 
tious tendency of Universalism, and pleading for 
the purifying influence of modern revivals, where 
limitarianism is preached in its purity. We do 
not wish to return railing for raiiing, but we would 
suggest to Mr. Beeman, the propriety of giving 
this subject a few moment’ attention, before he 
again ascends the desk, and says he should sus- 
pect the purity of any female who attends a U- 
niversalist Church. If he wants names he can 
have them. Gospel Anchor. 





From the Sentinal and Star in the West 
FREEMEN AWAKE. 

Messrs. Epirors:—The movements of the 
orthodox in every section of the Union are strik- 
ingly ominous of the speedy dissolution of our 
civil and religious immunities. Scarcely a day 
passes without recording some eventful circum- 
stance, in relation to these would be “Lords of 
Creation,’’ calculated to excite our fears and just 
indignation against the encroachments of a wick- 
ed, tyranical, aristocratical hierarchy. 

A few days ago, in the towa of New Carlisle, 
Clark co., a gentleman of respectability and 
zood qualifications, both meral and scientific, 
was positively rejected as a teacher, on account 
of his religious sentiments !! 

This man, it appears, had in the summer of 
1831, in a public debate in the above mentioned 
village, openly and fearlessly avowed his senti- 
ments in opposition to priestcraft, and the host 
of pretended benevolent institutions with which 


our country has been long unfortunately infested ; 
and for this, and this only, was this honest and 
worthy man, excluded from society, and declar- 
ed unqualified to rear the tender mind, and teach 
the young idea how to shoot !! 

This high handed measure speaks volumes, 
and calls aloud for redress and adequate punish- 
ment from a free aud liberal community. I for- 
bear, at the present, making further remarks, but 
leave the matter with you, Messrs. Editors, to 
make such comments on it as you may think 
such an instance of religious tyranny and anti- 
republican intolerance justly merits. I will just 
add ia conclusion, if this be the spirit of that re- 
tigion which Jesus Christ came into the world to 
establish, may I ever remain ignorant of its prin- 
ciples, and free from its aristocratical and dia- 
bolical influence. Verrras ET Linervas. 

We have no doubt whatever, ofthe correctness 
of the above statement; neither should we have 
been surprised at an attempt to exclude a non- 
conformist to the dogmas of the day, from a sit- 
uation as a teacher ; but that men should succeed 
in the attempt, is not only surprising but alarm- 
ing. So, in the town of New Carlisle, in the 
free state of Ohio, a man of good qualifications, 
and unimpeachable character, has been rejected 
as ateacher. For what? For want of scien- 
tifie quulification to that office? Ne! Fora 


lack of sobriety and moral rectitude? No!-- 
none of these. What then? Why, forsooth, for 
being an jhonest man—a fearless republiean!! 
And who were the men (if they deserve the ap- 
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pellatior) that rejected him for that cause ? Why, 
it appears, they were those who contribute to 
the support of all the begging institutions ef our 
land; those who call themselves righteous and 
despise others ; those who would willingly fasten 
the chain of despotism on the neck of every A- 
merican, that they themselves might revel in 
luxury and extravagance. Are the people of 
New Carlisle prepared for such a state of things ? 
Or do they think that nothing of the kind is to 
be apprehended? If the former they deserve 
not to remain longer in the land of the free. If 
the latter, we lament their total inattention to the 
scenes which are daily transpiring around them. 
If such doings as those mentioned in the above 
communication, will not open the eyes of the 
people, nothing short of a miracle can effect it. 
But thanks be to the good providence of God, 
thousands are. waking up, and asserting their 
rights—the victims of desinging priests are be- 
coming less numerous. The light of the true 
science of Christianity is bursting through the 
black clouds of bigotry and superstition, and 
spreading its radient beams on the once benight- 
ed, priest-ridden children of men, and opening 
up their understandings to comprehend the glo- 
rious system which maketh ‘free indeed”—the 
equalizing and happyfying Gospel of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. To this fact thousands can testify. 
May the inhabitants of New Carlisle, ere long, 
become the recipients of its renovating influence. 
Then will they spurn at the’ thought, that such 
unhalldwed doings are consonant with the mild 
and benignant doctrines of the Saviour of sin- 
ners; and be ready at all times to allow their 
brethren what they claim for themselves—the 
rights of conscience. T. 


From the Sentinel and Star in the West. 





.| THE THREE HEAVENLY WITNESSES. 


All those persons whu are acquainted with the 
present state of Biblical criticism, and with mod- 
ern controversial theologians, are well aware that 
the celebrated passage in the Ist John, 5th and 
7th, is a notorious forgery. The following words 
are undoubtedly spurious: ‘The Father, the 
Word and the Holy Ghost ; and these three are 
one. And there are three that bear witness on 
Earth.” Notwithstanding, however, all that has 
been written on the subject, notwithstanding that 
the learned and the liberal of all denominations 
have given up this text as a palpable interpola- 
tion, to the shame and disgrace of modern preach- 
ers,it isyet very often quoted, and preached from, 
as tho’ no mark of suspicion had ever been at- 
tached to it, or its genuineness had never been 
called in question. Scarcely a sermon is preach- 
ed in which the “Ever blessed Trinity,” as it is 
called, is mentioned, but this old forged passage 
is dragged in as an authority which is to set all 
controversy at rest. ‘This conduct among thie or- 
thodox preachers can only be palliated on the 
score of ignorance. And what a poor excuse 
is that for a man who sets himself up to preach, 
illustrate and explain the word of God! I am a- 
fraid, however, that there are some preachers 
who use the passage who are not altogether ig- 
norant of its being the pious fraud of some zeal- 
ous Trinitarian. I have heard ministers quote 
it whom I knew to be acquainted with the con- 
troversy concerning it. 

How they dare do so, while there was the 
shadow of a doubt concerning its authenticity, is 
for themselves to answer to their own conscien- 
ces. As some of your readers might net be ac- 
quainted with the evidence which has been col- 
lected and arrayed against this formidable and 


favorite orthodox text, I will give you a brief ab- 
stract of that evidence from the writings of New- 
ton, Parson, Belsham, and others, who have ta- 
ken pains to purify the New Testament from this 
and other forgeries. 

It has been well observed, that the words are 
quite unnecessary, and do not at all suit the con- 
text, the sense being more complete without 
them. The sentence was not written in Greek, 
till at least 1100 years after the Epistle itself was 
written, as they are not found in any Greek 
manuscript that is older than the fifieenth centu- 
ry. The words are not tobe found in any Lat- 
in manuscript that is olde: than the ninth ceatu- 
ry. In many manuscripts of a later date it is 


61 
wanting, and in some copies where they appear, 
they are inscribed in the margin only, with such 
variations as cannot but excite suspicion of fraud , 
and forgery. A consideration of great impor- 
partance is, that the words are wanting in all 
the ancient versions. ‘They are not in the an- 
cient Syrian version, nor in the Italic version, 
made before the time of Jerome. They are not 
in the Nestorian copies, nor in those of St. Thom- 
as in the East Indies. They are not in the Ara- 
bic, Coptic, Ethiopic. Armenian, Sahidic, or 
Sclavonian versioias. ‘The Fathers of the Greek 
church, whose writings are very voluminous, nev- 
er quote this passage, altho’ every text that could 
be constructed favorably to the Trinitarian doc- 
trine was in constant request, and they have fre- 
quently quoted the words before and after these, 
tho’ not so much to their purpose. Irenzus, Di- 
onysius, and Athanasius enumerate all the texts 
they can find to prove the Trinity but never men- 
tion this. Gregory Nozianzin, and Cyril of Al- 
exandria, both quote the words before and after, 
to prove the Deity of the spirit, but omit the 7th 
verse, which certainly amounts to a proof that it 
was not in the Bibles. Griesbach says, that no 
one of the Greek Fathers ever cite this text, nor 
is any mention made of it in the acts of any coun- 
cil that is in any repute among the Greeks. This 
text in never quoted by any of the Latin 'Fath- 
ers, if we may credit the following words by the 
same most learned author : 

“A patribus Latinus non citatur, ubi vel max- 
ime ad rem pertinerct, atque omnino expectarie 
posset.” 

The verses before and after it have been quo- 
ted by Cyprian, Ambrose, Flavianus and many 
other writers, but this verse which was so much 
more to their purpose is not noticed. Bede, the 
venerable Bede, who wrote in the 8th century, 
wrote a commentary upon the whole Epistle, but 
never mentions the passage. 

All the best editions of uhe New Testament, 
since the reformation, have either omitted or fix- 
ed a mark of caution upon it. It was wanting 
in the first and second editions of Erasmus, but 
the orthodox raised a cry of heretic against him, 
to silence their clamour, as he says, ‘‘Ne cui es- 
set causa calumniandi,” and it was inserted in 
the third, Erasmus had not courage enough for 
a reformer. It is not found in the edition of Al- 
dus, in 1518; in that of Hagnenan, 1581; of 
Strasbury, 1524; of Paris, 1524. In all the edi- 
tions of Zwinglius, Bullinger, Bowyer and 
Knapp, it is marked as doubtful. It is entirely 
left out in the editions of Harwood, Matthei 
and Griesbach. Inthe Bibles of Henry VIII, 
and Edward VI, the words were enclosed in 
brackets, as also in Queea Elizabeth’s Bible. It 
was about the year 1580 the words were {first 
printed as we now read them, on whose author- 
ity is not known. 

This verse is omitted in Archbishop New- 
come’s translations, in Wakefield’s, and in the 
New improved version lately put forth by: the 
English Unitarians. Griesbach concludes .his 
learned research into the genuineness of this text 
by the following judicious observations: “If 
witnesses so few, so doubtful, and so modern, 
and arguments so trifling are sufficient to estab- 
lish the genuineness of any reading, ia opposition 
to testimonies and arguments so numerous and 
so grave, no criterion would remain of truth and 
falsehood in criticism, and the whole text of the 


New Testament would be left doubtful and wun- 
certain.” The whole evidence is correctly stated 




















by Griesbach in his Nov. Test. Greee. vol. 2, 17- 
96. The learned editors of the Eclectic Review, 
despite of all their zeal to uphold every reading 
which supports their orthodox opinions, have re- 
luctantly yielded up the cause of this controyer- 
ted passge, and lastly Adam Clarke has been.un- 
willingly compelled to abandon this favorite read- 
ing, and yield to the evidence above briefly sta- 
ted. This text was first cited by Vigilius Tap- 
sensis, a writer of the 5th century, ina wotk writ- 
ten against the Arians. He was a writer of no 
honest fame, being accustomed to publish under 
the name of authors of celebrity. He has been 
accused of being the author of the Athanasian 
creed, which precious composition it is now well 
known, was not written by him whose name it 
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. whenit will be expedient to have some additions.to the 


Ia conclusion, I would ask, is it honest for 
this text to be yet kept in our Bibles, and yet 
continually quoted and preached from, while 
there is such overwhelming proof that it is alto- 
gether spurious. Is it not one among many 
proofs that truth itself is less an object with ma- 
ny preachers than their own peculiar system, and 
that, tho’ they will strive, and toil, and write, 
and preach, with well paid zeal, to make one 
proselyte, they will not move a finger to correct 
an error in their creed, or a false reading in 
their Bible? It happens, unfortunately for the 
orthodox, that many mistranslations and errors 
in the common translations which modern criti- 
cism has detected, have nearly all been in texts 
favorable as they now read, to orthodox opin- 
ions, and therefore it is that they generally cry 
out against all new translations. 

Some of these I shall at some future period 


point out to your readers. W. A. 
SES PT ES OE OTT EET. D 


THR WATCHMAN, 


Woodstock, June i6, i832. 


“I have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem.” 
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MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Br. William Bell will preach at Rochester to-morrow, 
at Wallingford on the 4th sabbath in June. 

Br. Gilman will preach in Piermont, N. H. on the 4th 
sabbath in this month, and a lecture at Wentworth, N. 
R. on the Thursday following. 

Br. Palmer will preach in Waitsfield, on the 5th sab- 
bath in July. 

Br. Gilman will preach in Washington, Vt. the 4th 
sabbath in July, and at Barre on the 5th sabbath. 

Br. Garfield will preach at Tunbridge to-morrow, 





Mr. Jonas Hall Esq. is requested to act as Agent for 
the Watchman, in Calais, Vt. 








Too much ofa good thing. 

We must concur in opinion with some of our brother 
editors, that there is danger of increasing the number of 
periodicals devoted to the cause of Universalism. It may 
be somewhat difficult, however, to convince those who 
have an itching for the honors of an editorship, or the 
emoluments of a publisher that such is the fact. There 
are-some, we would charitably suppose, and we would 
not call in question the motives of any, who, humble in 
their pretensions,{ and influenced by the purest motives, 
feel as. though they could render some little service to 
the cause of truth by conducting a periodical somewhat 
different from those already published. The promulga- 
tion of the truth is their chief object. Hence, they are 
willing to make sacrifices to accomplish an object so 
laudable. 

Now, however commendable the object, we still ques- 
tion the propriety of increasing the number of periodi- 
cals of this kind. The time we believe is not far distant , 


number already published at the South, where there are 
none, but we cannot see the utility of increasing the 
number in the Eastern States, where there are already 
a sufficient number which need support. It does not re- 
quire many arguments to convince a candid public, that 
it is better to have a few periodicals well supported,which 
will enable the publishers to present their readers with 
¢he concentrated productions ot many talented writers 
than to haye this talent divided and distributed through 
many 7 by 9 concerns which can contain but little mat- 
ter. Unless a paper is well supported it must be small, 
otherwise the publisher must lose his labor. Although 
it may be said that we are influenced by selfish motives, 
in the above remarks, we have this to comfort us that, 
whatever opinion is entertained of our motives, the cor- 
rectness of these remarks will not be called in question. 


Rev. Mr. Maffitt. 
A Correspondent to Badger’s Weekly Messenger, speaks 
of the Rev. Mr. Maffitt as a very wonderful man. He 
says, ‘the bar,|the pulpit, or the stage cannot compete 
with him in the precision or purity of his pronounciation, 
and that in the last 6 or 7 months more than three thous- 
and converts have been added to the ranks of christian 
communion through his labors.” We once had the un- 
speakable pleasure of hearing this prodigy of the present 
age preach from these words, ‘Moses my servant is dead.’ 
It was a wonderful production surely. The preacher 
in his introduction went on to speak of the character of 
Moses, and of his disobeying the command of God in smi- 
ting the rock at Meribah, for which he was not permit- 
ted to enter the land of Canaan. Said he, “‘But Moses 












the land which he sware to give unto the seed of A- 
braham for an everlasting possession.” This is what 
we tall Divinity Extraordinary. 

DESPISERS. 
“Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and 
long suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth to repentance.” 
Who are those that despised the riches of the goodness, 
forbearance and long-suffering of God? Were they not 
those who despised the manifold grace of God in the sal- 
vation of sinners—those who despised the doctrine which 
Paul taught, viz. that God ‘will have all men to be saved 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth”? Were they 
not the Jews who were accessary to the murder of the 
Son of God because he exposed their errors and hypoc- 
risy ? Who at the present day despise the riches of this 
goodness and forbearance? Are they not those wholaugh 
and sneer at Universalists ‘because they trust in the liv- 
ing God as the Saviour of all men, especially of them 
that believe,’ and who scoffingly say,‘no matter how sin- 
ful men are, they will all be saved at last? If I believed 
such doctrine, I would despise his goodness, and trample 
upon his forbearance and long-suffering.” Upom whom 
came the righteous judgment of God but upon the Jews 
who despised the riches of his goodness? Their beauti- 
ful temple, where they were wont to mock the Holy 
One of Israel with long prayers and disfigured faces was 
utterly demolished, and not one stone left upon another 
that was not thrown down. Their city was destroyed 
with its inhabitants, and they remain to this day a prov- 
erb and bye-word among the nations of the earth. 
May we riot expect a similar judgment to come upon 
those, who, in the present age, despise the riches of God’s 
goodness and forbearance? For if God spared not the 
natural branches, O despisers, take heed lest he also 
spare not thee. 











We did not expect to see the day when people would 

profess the doctrine advocated by Universalists on ac- 

count of its popularity, although we have firmly believed 
that day was not far distant. But we are happily disap- 
pointed. Surely the predictions of the prophets are being 
fulfilled in this our day and generation. 

How blessed are our eyes 

That we see this heavenly light. 

We cannot suppress the inclination we have to publish 
the following Ictter froma ministering brother at the 
West. The intelligence which it contains of the spread 
of evangelical truth, is truly encouraging. 

; Genoa, May 29, 1832. 
LL 
at Sir:—In the course of my ministry it has not 

yet fall to my Jot to know you in any other manner than 

by the ‘hearing of the car.” I expected while in Alba- 
ny and Troy, last winter, to have made a tour through 

Vt. to have beheld ‘‘face to face” our many worthy and 

eminent brethren in that State, but an engagement to the 

west, and the consequence thereof, has and will preclude 
me from having this pleasure at present. 

Having at the suggestion of Br. Skinner emerged into 
the #estern part of this State, I have concluded to make 
it my home, by accepting an invitation to settle over the 
sociéty in Genoa. Our cause in this section is having 
free course, and the truth of our Redeemer is sheltering 
under its benign wings, many who have felt the blight- 
ing touch of deathless terrors, and from conviction and 
“strong reason,” those who have been sojourning on the 
scorching desert of election and reprobation, are con- 
strained to seek for “joy and peace” by reposing on the 
banks of the everlasting stream of love. The cry from 
various quarters is, “come over and help us.” God grant 
that our vineyard may be filled abundantly with labor- 
ers, #who shall feed the people with knowledge and 
understanding.” 


among us is, that many of the members of our society 
have become 60, from a regard for popularity. 


It speaks well of things—we are aided in our church 
music by a fine organ—have quite a handsome and com- 
modious house, and the true spirit of universalism in the 
hearts of the people. Should you in your rambles find 
yourself in Cayuga Co. it would give me much delight 
to have a visit from thee or thy ‘AssocrATEs.’ 

My chief object in writing you, was to hear the voice 
of the able “«Watchman,” which hails from thee. 

Although the Mag. and Advocate is the hobby of our 
friends here, stil] the question is not unfrequently asked 
concerning a second publication. You may place me on 





not doing as God expected he was not suffered to enter 


shall be rendered you, in any service required within 
my neighborhood. Direct to me at Genoa, P.O. Cay uge 
Co. N. Y. 

Yours, &e. GEORGE SANDERSON. 
Remember me to Brs. Skinner and Haven, my ac- 
quaintance with whom I regret is as limited as with thy- 
self. G. 8. 
Rev. W. Beuu. 





We have perused with a great degree of pleasure as 
well as profit the first and second numbers of “The Uni- 
versalist.”” As will be seen by the Prospectus, The U- 
niversalist is edited by an Association of Universalist 
Clergymen. Knowing the talents of several of them for 
writing, we are free to express our convictions that it 
will prove an able auxiliary in the cause of Universal- 
ism. It is published simultaneously at No. 29, Cornhill, 
Boston, and at Lowell, every Saturday, at $1 per annum. 
Its form is octavo, and contains something more than x 
third as much matter as is contained in the Watchman. 
The articles are original, and well written. We presume 
it will meet with the patronage it deserves. 





Important Object. 
One object which the publishers of “The Universa- 
list” have specified as having in view in presenting the 
public with a new periodical is, ‘that the order (of Uni- 
versalists) may have a work which it may call its own.’” 
We leave the reader to make his own comments. 


__ COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Universalist Watchman. 
On the prevailing method of opposing Universal- 
ism. 
A few reiharks on this subject have been suggested to 
me by a recent occurrence in my place of residence. A 
young gentleman from the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover being on a visit to his relatives in this town, either 
at the request of his friends or without any request at all, 
delivered a lecture in the meeting house last Sunday 
evening. As he has the reputation of being the most 
promising student in the Theological Institution, proba- 
bly because he has imbibed more thoroughly than any 
other the doctrines and the spirit which characterize it, 
—a great curiosity was excited tohearhim. A large 
concourse was therefore assembled at the lecture, and 
among others many Universalists were present. In the 
course of his Sermon he took occasion to warn his hear- 
ers against believing that doctrine which the abandoned 
and wicked part of society approved of and believed. He 
did not mention particularly the doctrine to which be 
referred. Now I consider/his remark strictly applicable 
to the doctrine of endless panishmeyt—because the ex- 
amination of the State Prison in New York, at whieh 
it was ascertained there was not one among a large 
number of convicts who did not believe the doctrine of 
endless punishment, shows cleariy that that is the doc- 
trine which the abandoned and wicked approve and be- 
lieve. But it is the prevailing opinion among the people 
in this town that he alluded to the doctrine of Universal 
salvation. And this undoubtedly was his meaning, be- 
cause he came from that hot bed of Calvinism, the The- 
ological Seminary at Andover. And he would not have 
dared to make such a remark concerning the doctrine of 
endless punishment, if he believed that truth would jus- 
tify it, for he has since returned to finish his studies, as I 
am informed. I donot notice this occurrence because I 
think it of sufficient importance to interest the public; 
nor because I think that any thing which was said by 
this young Sprig of Divinity, need create a moment’s 
uneasiness to the believers in the impartial goodness ot 
God, in this vicinity; but because I wish to make it the 
foundation of a few remarks on a practice which prevails 
to a great extent, and which isin perfect keeping with 
the course pursued by this young gentleman last Sunday. 











The society over which I have recently been called to} Him I do not blame—I do not hold him responsible for 
preside, is composed of nearly all, I may say quite all of | his conduct on that occasion, but his instructers; he knew 
the influential people of the village. There is, I believe, | no better than to speak as he did. The practice to which 
two families who disclaim our sentiment, and the cry| I allude is that method of opposing Universalism, which 


is so fashionable with the advocates of endless punish- 


Pretty | ment at the present time, by slandering the believers in 
well—to have this saying thus early retorted upon us.—| that doctrine, while fair and scriptural argument against 


it is cautiously avoided, And J wish to make a sincere 
appeal to those who disagree with us, whether they dis- 
charge their duty towards us as their fellow men, by 
merely slandering us and our doctrine; whether they do 
not do wrong in not answering our arguments in defence 
of our doctrine, and in not bringing forward others against 
it than those which have been refuted again and again. 
I ask them if they can satisfy their conscience by such 
conduct, if they believe their own creeds. If we have 
found arguments sufficient to satisfy ourselves that our 
doctrine is true,—and that we have, I believe no one de- 





your list as a subscriber, or otherwise, and my feeble aid 


nies—for it is absurd to charge Universalists with hy- 
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pocrisy. Indeed it is impossible that any one should 
have so bad a heart as to preach Universalism, or in any 
way attempt to persuade others that it is true, who does 
not believe it; for he who believes any other doctrine, 
must feel that he inculcates Universalism at the peril of 
his own and others’ eternal ruin. Since, I say, we have 
tairly convinced ourselves that our doctrine is true, are 
they justified in suffering us to remain in (what they 
consider) such a fatal error? If they have arguments in 
reply to ours, ought they not to make them know? Are 
not the champions of endless misery inexcusab!« for not 
answering the arguments printed and written, which 
have been addressed to them or to the world by inembers 
of our denomination; instead of sending out striplings 
like Robert W. Landis, alias Sidnal W. Trebor, to slander 
us and our doctrine and oppose it with stale arguments 
that have been nailed to the counter long ago—or like 
the young gentleman at Andover, of whom I have before 
spoken, to slander the believers of the free and impartial 
jastice and love of God, and thea fice before the false 
charge can be thrown back in their teeth? If our oppo- 
sers do not answer our arguments, they cannot expect us 
to believe their doctrine. They ought not to expect us 
to believe what they say merely because they say it; 
for in refusing to do so, we only do what they themselves 
assert a right todo. They will not allow any but them- 
selves to prescribe a creed to them. They reject with 
great firmness the claim of the Pope to infallibility.— 
They must then, to be consistent, allow us the privilege 
of thinking for ourselves, For they will not, they dare 
not in this nation of freemen, assert that any man or body 
ot men is privileged by nature above another or others. 
Will they say as a reason for not answering our argu- 
ments, that they are carnal weapons,—that we use our 
reason too much? I believe that it will be found that 
more use is made of human reason, or rather ingenuity, 
in giving forced interpretations of scripture, by others 
than by Universalists. And yet they accuse us of trust: 
ing to our reason rather than to scripture. If it be to 
trust too much io reason, to read the whole of the Bible 
in connexion, and so understand it as to give effect to 
every leaf of it, to derive our doctrine from such a peru- 
sal of the scriptures, and not to consent to receive a creed 
from any body of men, whatever, which is at variance 
with any thing thatis found in the scriptures, then I 
confess that we have trusted too much to mere human 
reason. W. W. W. 
Weston, Vt. May 30th, 1831. 
(To be continued.) 


Plattsburgh, N. Y. June 4, 1832. 

Br. Bell,—I have finished my time, in Plattsburgh. — 
Yesterday afternoon, I preached my well discourse. 
} bave labored with the brethren in this place one half 
of the time for the past year. Whether my labors have 
been useful or not, time alone must determine. I leave 
them for the present, hoping they may increase in Chris- 
tian virtues as well asin numbers. Our members have 
gradually increased ever since 1 have preached with 
them; anda society might now be formed, respectable 
both for numbers and moral character. They have my 
best wishes fur their future success and prosperity. The 
doctrine of God’s impartial and efficient grace is a glori- 
ous one. It will do to live by; and sure we are, that it 
will do to die by. It will cheer the lonely passenger 
while sailing down the stream of time; and Jesus will 
transform him on the morn of the resurrection into an 
image of himself. This is enough. My full soul asks 
no more. And God has purposed this; the Saviour died 
to efféct it; and the Holy Spirit operates on the minds of 
mankind, for the purpose of convincing them of its truth. 

1 would, in conclusion, say to my brethren in Platts- 
burgh and vicinity, in the words of Paul to the Corinthi- 
ans, “Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of 
love and peace shall be with you.” Should we never 
meet again in this world, our faith-teaches us we shall 
raeet again in another world never more to part. A glo- 
rious hope ; a blessed assurance ; confirmed by the death 
and resurrection of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Yours truly, JOSEPH WRIGHT. 


ANOTHER CONVERSION. 

A correspondent of the N. Y. “Christigx Mes- 
senger,” in Sheshequin, Penn. writes as follows: 

.“Last Sunday we had Br. Rogars here from 
Brookline, Susquehananah Co, ie gave us two 
Sermons. This man was once a Methodist 
preacher, and before he ‘had heard a Universalist 
preach, or read any of their writings of Univer- 
salists, he séelied himself into our belief. He 
says the Bible made him a Universalist. And 
that book he appears to understand well, and he 
isvery much engaged in the cause.” 














Watchman, Repository and Chronicle. 


DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
“Verily I say unto you, it shall be more tolera- 
ble for the land of Sodam and Gomorrah, in the day 


of judgment, than for that city.” 
Matt. x. 15. 


Bishop Peace says “in the day of judgment, 
j. e. in the day of the destruction of the Jewish 
state, called the coming of the Son of man, ver. 
93.” 

Bp. Pearce was an orthodox writer; and this 
is what ue esteemed “the day of judgment” to 
mean in that passage. ‘The Bishop applies Mat. 
xi. 22, 24, in the same way. 

The Methodist commentator, Dr. Adam 
Clarke, interprets “the day of judgment” Matt. 
x. 15, to signify “a day in which God should 
send punishment on that particular city, or on 
that person, for their crimes- So the day of 
judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah, was the time 
in which the Lord destroyed them by fire and 
brimstone from the Lord out of heaven.” So 
far the Methodist.— Trumpet. 





QUESTIONS. 

1. If satan wills the endless misery of mankind 
and God has a secret will that a part shall be 
endlessly miserable, what moral difference is 
there in the nature of the wills of these two be- 
ings? 

2. If mankind possess, while on earth, the 
moral ability to resist the will of God, ’whe will 
have all mankind to be saved,” may they not, 
with the same moral agency, at the day of judg- 
ment, resist his will that they should be endlessly 
damned, and thus enter into heaven contrary to 
the divine will of their Maker! Or, will God, 
at that time, alter his divine plan of government, 
and (after depriving them of their moral agency) 
damn them on the Calvinistic ground of irresis- 
tible decrees ? 

3. If God knew from before the creation of the 
world, the precise number that would be subjects 
of the kingdom of his satanic majesty forever, 
and it was left to this evil being to choose wheth- 
er this definite number should arrive at this dark 
abode, on the ground of the divine foreknow!- 
edge of God, or onthe ground of the divine de- 


‘| crees, would he not say, “I have no choice ; it is 


totally immaterial’ so long as I am,sare of gei- 
ting them” Mag. and Advocate... 


Hanbill Extra. 

A stragling fellow (who denies being a Mormonite) 
is now in our offiee, requesting the publication of a 
hand-bill (without coffins) containing great swelling 
words of vanity against ANDREW Jacxson, and the 
reign of the BEAST. He calls himself “Gasrren 
Crane, sun of righteousness, Messenger, witness and 
Organ for the Lord, that was to come like unto the Son 
of man.” He is travelling to and fro in the earth with 
large bundles of rags attached to his shoulders—appro- 
priate badges of his mission. He announces himself a 
candidate for the next Presidency. 








A ‘Mormonite’ newspaper has been established 
in Independence, Missouri, by W. W. Pielps, 
called ‘The Evening and Morning Star.’ Ina 
poscript he says, “From the press may be expec- 
ted as soon as wisdom djrects, many sacred rec- 
ords which have slept for ages.”—Star in the 
West. 











MARRIED, 
In St. James’ Church, in this village, on the 27th ult 
by Rev. J. Clap, Mr. Henry Ellsworth, Merchant of New- 
York, to Miss Lfarriet L. Mason, of this place. 
In Royalton, by the same, Mr. Ephraim Hatchins, of 
Concord, N. Hf. to Miss Caroline E. Blodget, of Royalton. 


DIED, 

In Halifax, Mass. Mr. Ebenezer Thompson, aged 95. 
He served under Abercrombie, in the French war, ia 1795, 
and in the Revolutionary war. 

In Boston, Hon. Israel Thorndike, aged 76 years, leav- 
a princely fortune of more than $2,000,000. 

In Weathersfield, May 14, Mrs. Boynton, wife of Lewis 
Boynton—Also Dexter Smith, Esq. 

Obituary. 

At Swanton Falls, May 24th, Coarites BARNEY, son 
of Mr. Samuel Barney. His funeral was attended by 
the writer of this on the Thursday following. A large 
concourse of people collected, to whom the consolations 
of the Gospel were administered. May we all be prepared 
for death wheneverit shall come. And the only prepar- 
ation, we, poor mortals, can muke, is to do all ry > 








we can while living. 


THE CHRONICLE. 





Woodstock, Saturday, June 16, 1832. 


: THE INDIAN WAR. 
Painful intelligence has reached us confir- 
matory of the report of yesterday, that a de- 





tachment of the volunteer troo been de- 
feated on Sycamore Creek, thirty miles from 
Dixons Ferry on Rock River. The annexed 


account from the office of -the Cincinnati Ga- 
zette, contains the particulars so far as they 
have reached us. : 

The steamboat Herald, captain Fleishman, 
in seventy-four hours from St. Louis— a most 
extraordinary quick passage, brings us a proc- 
lamation from the Governor of Illinois to the 
citizens of that state, from which it appears, 
that a bloody and successful attack has been 
made by the Indians upon a detachment of 
volunteers. We learn by a private letter, that 
fifty-two of the volunteers were killed, among 
whom were Col. Crane, Col. Thomas, Major 
Morgan, and Capt. Bailey. 

At the date of the last accounts, Gen. Atkin- 
son, the Commander-in-Chief of the United 
States forces, was in a most perilous situation. 
He had sent out several expresses.for supplies. 
and every man had been cut off. The keel- 
boats, destined with supplies above the Rapids, 
had not been heard of, and it was supposed 
that they had been captured and their crews 
massacred. Intelligence so painful had not 
been anticipated. For a further knowledge of 
the condition of our frontiers, the reader is 
referred to Govenor Reynold’s proclaniation. 


Drxon’s Ferry, on Rock River. 
To the Militia of the State of Mlinois. 

It becomes my duty again to call on you for 
your services in the defence of your country. 
The state is not only invaded by the hostile 
Indians, but many of your citizens have been 
slain in battle. A detachment of the mounted 
volunteers commanded by Major Stillman, of 
about 275 in number, were overpowered by the 
hostile Indians on Sycamore, creek, distance 
from this place thirty miles, and a considerable 
number of them killed. This is an act of hos- 
tility which cannot be miscontrued. “ 

T am of opinion that the Pottawatamies and 
Winnebagoes have joined the Sacs and Foxes, 
and all may be considered as waging war a- 
gainst the United States. 

To subdue these Indians and drive them out 
of the State, it will require a force of at least 
two thousand mounted volunteers more, in ad- 
dition to the troops already in the field. 

I have made the necessary requisitions on 
the preper officers for the above number of 
movated men, and have no doubt that the citi- 
zen soldiers of the state will obey the call of 
their country. They will meet at Hicepin, on 
the Ilknois river, in companies of 50 men each, 
on the 10th of June next, to be erganized into 
a brigade. JOHN REYNOLDS. 

May 15. Commander-in-Chief. 





FOREIGN. © 


Cuorera in France.— Letters from Havre, 
May 25, say the Cholera is diminishing rapidly 
in Paris. ‘The last Bulletin mentions only 270 
deaths in the last 24 hours. At Rouen, in the 
same time, 36 eases only. At Havre, a mee- 
ting of physicians was to be called, to say wheth- 
er the Cholera was at Graville, (one league 
from Havre.) Opinions are very various on that 
point, but it is certain, that several German emi- 
grants have died at the hospital, after a few hours 
sickness. A Havre paper of April 26, says—we 
entreat the attention of the public authorities to 
the deplorable situation of the little town of Gra- 
ville,—left to its own resources, without hospi- 
tals, without physicians, without police, while 
contending with a plague which has commenced 
its ravages among 700 or 800 emigrants. It is 
no longer possible to deny the existence of the 
disease in that place. Since the 18th of April, 
twenty-three persons have died, and in the space 
of seven or eight hours, it has triumphed. over 
every individual who has been attacked.. 








From the Vermont Courier. 
REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENT. 

I am desirous of rescuing from total oblivion 
the following tale of the revolution, of the truth 
of which, I am perfectly assured, and which I 
am confident has never met the public eye.— 
One of the authors, Daniel Smith Esq. of West 
Clarendon, in this State, still lives. He is my 
maternal uncle, and to him I was indebted 
some years since for the detail. 

In the winter of 1776-7, the settlers in the 
towns on lake Champlain suffered repeatedly 
from the predatory and murderous incursions 
of the Canadians, Indians and Tories. It was 
the winter previous to the descent of Burgoyne, 
and the attention of all was turned towards the 
northern frontier. The inhabitants left their 
dwellings and removed their property when 
practicable, and by the middle of the winter, 
no settlers were left farther north than the 
town of Shelburn. A few families remained in 
that town, and especially the Parsons’ who had 
done more towards removing the primitive for- 
ests and accumulating around them the com- 
forts of life, than almost any of the frontier 
settlers of Vermont. It was to protect these 
“pioneers” in the march of civilization, that a 
“scouting party,” consisting of sixteen men, 
worthy, young and vigorous, under the com- 
mand of a militia captain of the name of Saw- 
yer, was dispatched in January, 1777, from 
Rutland. The depth of the snow was from 3 
to 4 feet, but the party mounted on snow shoes 
were not obliged to measure its depth, except 
in places where, from being unusually shelter- 
ed from the sun, it had not acquired a sufficient 
consistency to buoy them up. Hence they 
encountered the greatest difficulty, and were 
sometimes detained for several hours by a tract 
of “unsettled snow”’ of very limited exteat.— 
Here, and there, at distant intervals, a few 
families were scattered, but no intercourse was 
kept up between them, sufficient to preserve 
even the semblance of a road among the snows. 
Owing to the dense unbroken character of the 
primitive forest, the snow exhibited an appear- 
ance widely different from that which marks a 
modern winter. The woods interposed an ef- 
fectual barrier to the action of the wind, and 
the snow was distributed over the surface with 
the most perfect uniformity. 

Where the flourishing villagesof Brandon 
and Middlebury, with their city like hum 
of mercantile and manufacturing industry now 
stand, all was silent, except the roar of the 
cataracts over their rocky beds, and the sigh- 
ing of the wind through the tops of the lofty 
pines. The banks of Otter Creek remote from 
the falls, were blessed with an exuberant fer- 
tility, and in general were covered with a light- 
et forest growth than the uplands. From these 
causes, and from some facilities for transporta- 
tion afforded by the stream, most of the popu- 
lation was located near its banks. Our party 
followed for the most part the course of the 
river till they arrived at Vergennes, where 
there were a few families mostly French. From 
Vergénnes to Parsons’ there were no settlers 
onthe route pursued by the party. Parsons 
had possessed himself of a highly fertile tract 
of land, and had erected some tolerably com- 
modious buildings near the shore of lake Cham- 
plain in the vicinity of the present residence of 
the Hon. Ezra Meech. The house was con- 
structed of large hewn logs, with but three or 
four small windows, and those at a considera- 
ble distance from the ground, so that it formed 


a post that might be considered tenable against 
the attacks of an enemy provided only with 
musquetry. The party remained at Parsons’ 
a week, daily and nightly expecting a visit from 
the bodty of Canadians that they had learned 
were preparing at Misisquoi, to ravage the 
northern frontier. Indeed it was intelligence 
of this kind that had had the principle agency 
in leading the rangers to leave their homes 
and traverse the woods at this inclement sea- 
son. A sentinel was constantly posted on an 
eminence near the house, that commanded an 
extensive view of the lake in a northern direc- 
tion, as it was expected the invading party 
would make their approach on the ice. No 
enemy having made his appearance during the 
week, and the time at which he was expected 
having elapsed, the party put their knapsacks 
in order at night, with a view of starting for 
their homes on the following morning. 

In the morning a light snow was falling; and 
my uncle said he was induced by sheer indo- 
lence to propose to the party to postpone their 
departure another day. This was agreed to, 
and the day passed in the same manner as 
those that had preceded it. An hour before 
daylight on the following morning, their senti- 
nel at the door, fired and rushed into the house, 
and before the door could be closed was fol- 
lowed by a dozen savages. The party who 
were sleeping on the floor succeeded in beat- 
ing their invaders from the house and barrica- 
ding the door. This, and extinguishing the 
fire in the house, was all the work of a mo- 
ment; and the little party soon found that they 
were surrounded by more thar a hundred Can- 
adians, Tories and Indians. They evidently 
had expected to take the frontier settlers by 
surprise, and were not a little disappointed at 
finding the, inhabitants and property of every 
description removed from the little settlement 
on Onion-river. 

Parsons’ house was the first from which the 
inhabitants had not fled, and removed their 
goods and provisions; and this, the savages 
found in the possession of a very efficient gar- 
rison. The savages demanded a parley; a 
considerable number collected near a window, 
and one who took upon himself to be the organ 
of the invading party, in broken English pro- 
pounded to those within the house the alterna- 
tive of surrendering themselves unconditionally 
to the savages to be scalped or otherwise dealt 
with, as should be most agreeable to the Indi- 
ans; ox; in case of refusal, to have the house 
burnt about their ears. 

Neither of these propositions according with 
the views of the yankee garrison, the fight 
commenced. The wincows were immediately 
shattered by the balls of tke savages, while the 
garrison by stationing themselves in the cor- 
ners of the house and placing the family in the 
cellar, were exposed to comparatively little 
danger. The snow without enabled the be- 
sieged to see their enemies, and geveraily to 
take deliberate aim, so that their fire seldom 
failed of taking effect. My uncle says that 
just as he had finished loading his rifle, near 
the commencement of the engagement, a tall 
savage mounted a pile of wood near the house 
and fired into the window. He immediately 
took deliberate aim and shot him dead. He 
was found in the morning on the spot where he 
fell. ‘The house was soon set on fire accord- 
ing to the savage threat. Some dry materials 
‘were collected and inflamed against the corner 
| of the house. 





(ketal dndntia dined a ciel ~ 


Thig was the mode of attack from which 
most was to be feared; and against which there 
was the least means of defence. Capt. Saw- 
yer offered his watch to any one who would 
extinguish the flames, One of the party nam- 
ed Williams, and who afterwards lived to a 
good old age in Rutland, went to the cellar, 
where there happened to be a barrel of beer, 
carried it out in pails, extinguished the fire, 
discharged his rifle among the invaders, and 
entered the house unharmed. The firing the 
house was repeated, and again Williams pres- 
erved the party by putting out the fire. 

As day began to dawn, the fire of the be- 
sieged became more effectual, and before it 
was fully light, the word: was given in the 
house that the enemy were retreating in the 
direction of the lake. One of the party who 
had commenced loading his piece, threw down 
a ball, rested across a window sill, and brought 
down the hindmost of the retreating foe. Six- 
teen were found dead about the house; and 
from the appearances of blood on the snow, 
and from the well known practice of the sava- 
ges to carry off their wounded and as many of 
the dead as possible, it was inferred that their 
loss was severe. It was afterwards ascertain- 
ed that more than thirty were killed or died of 
their wounds. Of those left dead on the spot, 
several were tories painted to resemble Indi- 
ans. My uncle says he has not a drop of 
fighting blood in his whole crasamentum ; that 
he always chose to be in at the first end of a 
feast, and the Jast end of a fray; but he avers 
that on this occasion he did yeoman’s service 
with his rifle. He says he had an assistant to 
load two rifles successively for him; and he fired 
when, and only when, he had an opportunity 
to rest his piece and take deliberate aim; and 
that during the fight he burnt exactly a pound 
of powder. Bit the rifle and its owner are 
growing old together, and if this hasty narra- 
tive should meet the old man’s eye, and serve 
in any degree to assure him that we are not all 
forgetful of the labors of him and his hardy 
compatriots, the object of the writer will be 
answered. D. —. 











TO UNIVERSALISTS. 


ARSH, CAPEN & LYON, Boston, keep con- 
stantly for sale, aside from .their general assort- 
wnent of Books and Stationary, a large assortment of 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL. 


M., C. & L. have made arrangements toreceive every 
publication, interesting to the sect, as soon as published, 
and intend their store as a General Depository for Un- 
iversalist Publications from every part of the United 
States. They will continue to publish such® Books, 
Pamphlets, Sermons, Catechisms and Tracts, as may 
he considered saleable—and would respectfully request 
AUTHORS to communicate their wishes and designs. — 
Publishers of Universalist works are requested to tor 
ward some of each of their publications as soon as out 


of the press, and all proper exertions shall be made to, , 


extend the sale of them. 
M. C. & L. have long been established in the pub- 


lishing and book-selling business—ihey have every fa- « 


cility for supplying either American oR ForREIGN 
Books at the lowest prices and with despatch. Orders 
for Foreign Books are sent on the 1st and 15th of every 


month. 
” 


M. C. & L. have in press a complete CaraLocus of 
Universalist & Liberal Publications, which will be sup- 
plied to their customers and friends gratis. 


N. B. Bovksellers and Associations supplied with the 
ghoicest and s¢yrcest works on LIBERAL TERMS A 
creat variety of smAL1L Books suitable for SapBaTu 
ScHooLs constantly om Land. 


WANTED 


YRMMEDIATELY, two smart, active boys, from 14 to 
16 years of age, as apprentices to the Saddle and 
Harness Making business. Those that can come well 
recommended will meet with good encouragement by 
deplying to M. L. BULLARD, 








Woodstock, April 14, 1832. 
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